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DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE. 


Tux following discourse on “Meditations on the Gospel,” was delivered 
by Elder George Teasdale at the Sixty-fourth Annual Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City, Friday, April 6, 1894:— | 

I am deeply thankful to our Heavenly Father for the privilege of visit- 
ing this city, associating with my brethren in council and attending this 
Conference. My soul has rejoiced in the instructions given and the spirit 
that is here. 

I left Colonia Juarez on the 3rd of March to attend two days’ conference 
meetings at Colonia Dublan, of the Mexican Mission. We went from there 
to Sonora, visited Colonia Oaxaca on the Bavispe River, enjoyed very much 
the association of the Saints, and organized a ward. It is a lovely country 
for those who desire plenty of room and a beautiful climate. We returned 
from Sonora to Colonia Diaz, held two days’ ward conference meetings 
there, and then came to Deming, on our way to attend this Conference. 
We were very much blessed in our administrations. Apostle Brigham 
Young and John Henry Smith and myself have been laboring in the 
Mexican Mission, and have had a very profitable time with the Saints. 
We have five or six settlements in Mexico, and are growing and increas- 
ing. We consider that we have got over the worst of our experience in 
laying the foundation of new settlements. The brethren and sisters that 
are in Mexico went there because they believed that was where the Lord 
wanted their labors. One of the brethren on some intimation of his being 
released from that mission, stated that he had no desire to be released. 
Our Heavenly Father had opened his eyes to the understanding that that 
was where his labors were required, and he was perfectly willing to stay. 
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I believe we should be satisfied in our own minds that where our labors 
are there is where the Lord wants us. Then we will build up and make 
glad the earth, beautifying it as well as we possibly can, and making it 
blossom like the rose. I will say for the benefit of those who are interested 
that we are prospering in the Mexican Mission, and that we are doing as 
well as we could hope to do. We have been there only seven years, and 
we have some very creditable buildings. We have a good tannery and a 
flour mill. We have also a cannery that uses more fruit than we can sup- 
ply. The progress that we have made there is certainly wonderful. Those 
who visit us are very much surprised. It is a good country for those who 
feel that that is the place of their mission. We are going the way the 
prophets have declared concerning that mission and the future of Zion. 

I desire to offer a few meditations this afternoon in connection with the 
principles of the Gospel that were spoken of by Elder John W. Taylor this 
morning. I wish to refer you to these words that he read: 

Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and 
God = Father, raised him from the 

Paul, an apostle, not of men.” Did Jesus Christ ordain him? I think 
not. Who ordained him? Peter, I presume. And who ordained Peter? 
Jesus Christ. To what end was this ordination? In order that this 
Gospel might be preached by authority; that mankind might be called to 
repentance, and, repenting, have baptism for the remission of sins by 
authority, and hands laid upon them for the reception of the Holy Ghost. 
Why? Because this is the doctrine of Christ—the only way to be saved. 
The principles of the Gospel are eternal without beginning of days or end 
of years. The Lord Jesus Christ said: “Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

Again: “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” 

We believe that Jesus Christ understood the principles that He advo- 
cated. We believe that His is the only name under heaven whereby man- 
kind can be saved; and when we appeal to our Heavenly Father for any- 
thing that we desire, we ask in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul, 
in speaking of the necessity of authority, said :— | 

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher? 


And how shall they pe, except they be sent? as it is written, How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring 


glad tidings of good things! 

On another occasion, Paul, in speaking of the necessity of being called 
of God, to preach His gospel, said: “No man taketh this honor unto him- 
self, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.” 

Paul declared that he was called of Jesus Christ. Were not all the 
apostles called of Jesus Christ? And when one fell into transgression, and 
Mathias was chosen to fill his place in the quorum, was he not called of 
Jesus Christ? Was he not ordained by authority and sent forth to preach 
His Gospel? My brethren and sisters, it is necessary, if the principles of 
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truth are preached, that they be advocated by men who have authority. 
In the formula given concerning baptism, the person having authority to 
baptize says to the candidate for baptism, calling him or her by name:— 

Having been commissioned of Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

Now, this would be terrible blasphemy if he did not have the authority. 
He does not officiate in his own name, but in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, having authority to do so. I look 
upon the rejection of this Gospel as a very serious thing. I have won- 
dered why the apostleship was taken from the earth, and why the church 
was not continued upon the earth, and the only answer that I could get 
to give me satisfaction was, because of the dreadful condemnation that 
rests upon the inhabitants of the earth when they reject the word of the 
Lord, through his authorized servants. We understand that the apostles 
were murdered and the world rejected them. Paul said, speaking of the 
organization of the Church of Christ :— 


God hath set some in the Church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, 
thirdly teachers. 


Wat for? 


For the perfecting of the 8 kor the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: till we all oome in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son a God.” 

Jesus taught that to know God and Jesus Christ whom He had sent was 
eternal life, and this knowledge is promised unto the children of our 
Heavenly Father. When we go forth to preach this Gospel we bear testi- 
mony that our Heavenly Father has again spoken from the Heavens; that 
He has organized His Church upon the earth, and that Joseph Smith was 
a true prophet sent of God; and we call upon the people to worship Him 
who made the Heavens and the earth, the seas and the fountains of waters. 
We call upon men to accept of His doctrine and to repent, that they may 
obtain the remission of their sins by baptism and be prepared for the re- 
ception of the Holy Ghost, so that they may be oun by it and taught 
of God. Our Heavenly Father says :— 


Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth. 


He encourages us to hearken unto Him. The ancient apostles, under 
the influence of His Spirit, encouraged the people in their day, as we do 
to-day. We say, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him, 
but let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.” 

But the people have not faith, and without faith it is impossible to 
please God. We must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him, or we will not seek Him. We know very well 
that in all organizations and governments it is necessary to have authority, 
and that no man can act in any position except he has authority, unless 
he does it fraudulently. There are those whose right it is to issue that 
authority, and all agents have to receive there proper credentials. Do 
you not think that the house of God is a house of order? Do you not 
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think that our Heavenly Father has a perfect organization in His Church! 
Why, certainly. We learn from the history which has been handed down 
to us in the sacred scriptures that the Lord Jesus Christ chose twelve 
apostles, Those were the first officers that He chose. He ordained them 
and sent them forth to preach His Gospel. Jesus Christ was a high priest 
and an apostle. He also had the power to ordain other apostles and high 
priests. Afterwards He ordained seventy others, and sent them forth to 
preach His Gospel, giving them authority to go forth and to heal the sick 
and perform such miracles as the people might have faith to receive. Now 
had that church continued upon the earth, there would have been no 
necessity for that which John saw in a vision when he was upon the Isle 
of Patmos. He says:— | 


I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and ple, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, 
and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship 
him that e heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 


As I say, there would be no necessity for this angel flying through the 
midst of heaven if this Gospel were on the earth. But John, in the revela~ 
tion given unto him, had seen the church go into the wilderness and the 
priesthood taken up into Heaven. He had seen the establishment of a 
great power that was to hold all nations in subjection, in the which all 
would drink of the wine of her fornication—and this prior to the judg- 
ments of the Almighty being poured out upon the inhabitants of the earth, 
because they had rejected His Gospel and broken the everlasting covenant, 
they had changed the ordinances, and they were teaching false doctrines, 
and would not repent. I wish to bear my testimony that we are living in 
this hour of God’s judgment, and that the Gospel of the kingdom is being 
preached to all nations for a witness, thus giving the nations a time for 
repentance. This Gospel reached us upon the isles of the sea, and upon 
the continents; and we all received our blessing through that priesthood 
that our Heavenly Father restored tothe earth. Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery bore testimony that John the Baptist visited them and conferred 
upon them the Aaronic Priesthood. They also bore testimony that Peter, 
James and John visited them and conferred the Apostleship and High 
Priesthood. These testimonies are true. Those of this congregation who 
have obeyed the Gospel and received the Holy Ghost know that their 
testimonies are true. As I know, so they know. And I know that God 
lives. I know that Jesus is the Christ. I know that Joseph Smith was a 
true prophet sent of God. I have seen the signs promised by Christ follow 
the believer. It was said by one of the brethren this morning that some 
claimed we did not enjoy the gifts and the blessings of the Gospel like we 
did in the early days of the Church. I would be sorry if that were true. 
Why? Because it would demonstrate to me that instead of increasing in 
faith the Church was waning in faith. I can testify that where I have 
labored that faith is not decreasing; for I have seen marvelous healings 
by the power of God. That the people have confidence in the ordinances 
of the house of God is manifested on fast day by the number of bottles of 
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1 that are brought to be consecrated, to be used in the administrations 
nto the sick. I do not know how it is with you here; but with us gener- 
ally the oil is consecrated upon the Thursday fast day. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


THE ELDERS RELEASED. 


Tun following letter from W. G. Patrick, President of the South Carolina 
Conference in the Southern States Mission, to the Deseret News under date 
of June 29, 1894, gives the sequel of the arrest of three elders at that 


place :— 

“Tt will be remembered that the Elders took an appeal to the court of 
general sessions to convene in Columbia on June 25. On the above men- 
tioned date the Elders appeared for trial, but were informed by their 
attorney, Mr. John McMaster, an eminent young lawyer of Columbia, that 
their case would not be called for a few days. But in the afternoon ses- 
sion of Tuesday, June 26, the case was very unexpectedly called. The evi- 
dence that was given before Trial Justice Taylor was taken down. This 
was the only evidence to be given before the higher court, but this proved 
to be sufficient for our purpose. Mr. McMaster read the evidence to his 
honor and made an able plea for the ‘Mormon’ boys, which resulted in 
the judge throwing the case out of court and releasing the Elders. 

“Our lawyer, Mr. McMaster, deserves credit for the way he has handled 
the case. He has treated us with great kindness throughout. We have 
proven that South Carolina is a place of religious tolerance, and that the 
courts of the land will not uphold any such proceedings as were enacted 
against us by Messrs. Coughman and Taylor. We feel to acknowledge the 
hand of God in all things and thank Him for our deliverance. Well may 
the poet say, ‘God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform.’ 
This little affair has preached one of the best Gospel sermons that has 
been preached in South Carolina for some time. The predictions made 
by the Nets some time ago in regard to this matter are already having 
their literal fulfilment. Friends are being multiplied to the Elders daily 
and the work of God is increasing. Our accuser and the trial justice are 
no doubt feeling ashamed of themselves by this time. The Elders in our 
conference are getting along very nicely in their labors. We are all enjoy- 
ing the best of health. We can not do a great deal of traveling at present 
owing to the hot weather.” 


DIVORCE AND POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES, 


Tue London Daily News contains the following editorial on the above 
subject :— 
The Department at Washington which has been engaged for these four 
years past in analysing and reporting upon the census returns has just 
issued a paper which will effectually dispose of some theories that have 
hitherto enjoyed a vigorous vitality. Who has not heard of the free-and- 
easy methods, varying from state to state, by which husbands and wives 
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who are dissatisfied, or fancy themselves dissatisfied, with their matri- 
monial obligations may get rid of them without any delay or expense, or 
personal inconvenience worth the mentioning. That the United States, 
thanks to these facilities, is rapidly becoming a nation of divorced people, 
is probably the belief of many outsiders. Yet a sober and systematic 
examination of the incidental information furnished by the census returns 
leads to the discovery that divorced persons in the United States con- 
stitute but a small fraction—that is, just one-fifth of one per cent. of the 
whole number of people who have married. All the evidence appears to 
indicate that the proportion of the divorced persons in the cities is less 
than in the country at large. Taking the entire population, which we are 
reminded includes children as well as adults, it is found that nearly three- 
fifths are single, while the married count for rather more than 354 per 
cent., and the widowed for just upon 41 per cent. It is remarkable that 
the widows are nearly three times as numerous as the widowers. This is 
held to show that a greater proportion of widowers than widows re-marry. 
The fact would seem to indicate that the bereft husband finds it easier to 
console himself than the bereft wife. The circumstance that the number 
of divorced women (there are 71,895 in all) is considerably greater than 
the number of divorced males is accounted for in a similar way. It simply 
shows, in the opinion of the Washington statisticians, that divorced men 
have re-married to a greater extent than divorced women. Turning to 
the negroes, the returns show that the proportion of single persons is 
much greater than among the whites, the proportion of married corres- 
pondingly less, of widowed somewhat greater, and of divorced persons 
practically the same. Taking the entire population again the tables dis- 
close many curious facts. In the North Atlantic division, which constitutes 
the principal manufacturing section of the country, a section made up 
largely of urban population, the single are found in smaller proportion 
than in any other part of the country, and the married and widowed in 
larger proportion. Conversely, the South Atlantic and Central divisions, 
which are almost purely agricultural and rural, contain the largest pro- 
portion of single persons and the smallest proportion of the married. 
These results are directly opposed to popular belief. It is assumed that 
the development of urban population diminishes the number of the 
married. The explanation which suggests itself is that the larger pro- 
portion of marriages in the manufacturing sections of the country is due 
not only to the circumstance that the native white population married 
young and in large proportion at all ages, but also to the fact that the 
foreign whites, who have settled in large numbers in the North Atlantic 
division, were either married or of a marriageable age at the time of their 
immigration. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Within the Antarctic Circle there has never been found a flowering plant. In the 
Arctic regions there are 762 different species of flowers. Fifty of this number are really 
polar flowers of varied colors; the remainder are almost colorless, being mainly of a 
yellowish hue, 
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The Italians of Lyons whose property was damaged in the riots following the assassi- 
nation of President Carnot, have sent in claims for indemnity amounting to two million 
franca. 


Salvador French, who committed the bomb outrage in the Liceo Theatre at Barcelona 
by which twenty persons lost their lives and twenty-seven were seriously injured, has been 
condemned to death. 

According to mail advices from Honolulu a republic was proclaimed in Hawaii on the 
4th of July. Mr. Dole, chief of the Provisional Government, has been elected President. 
Many of the inhabitants have taken the oath of allegiance. 


The Legislature of Norway has adopted a law that will introduce some important 
changes into the system on which the liquor trade of the country is managed. Hence- 
forward 65 per cent. of the profits arising from the sale of drink will be handed over to 
the State for the formation of an old-age pension fund. 

All the main buildings of the World’s Fair except the horticultural building, the 
woman’s building, the art palace, the machinery hall and the United States government 
building were almost entirely burned on the night of July 5. They were the property 
of the Columbian Exposition Salvage Company and had been purchased for about $90,000. 

Horseshoes of compressed paper have been introduced into the artillery and cavalry of 
the German Army. The shoe is made of sheets of parchment paper cemented with a 
preparation of turpentine, Spanish white, lac, and boiled linseed oil. The separate layers 
are stamped out, cemented, and consolidated by a hydraulic press. When dry the shoe 
is rasped to fit the horse. 

President Cleveland has sent a message to Congress stating that ex-Queen Liluokalani 
had earnestly requested the United States not to recognize the Republic in Hawaii, and 
that Mr. Willis, the United States Minister at Honolulu, had informed Mr. Parker, the 
Queen’s last Minister of Foreign Affairs, that he thought the resolution of the Senate not 
to interfere in the affairs of Hawaii was final. 


Trouble has been growing between China and Japan over the little country known as 
Corea. China, it is said, claims sovereignty over the kingdom while Japan claims equal 
right of control, and the relations are therefore very much strained. Both countries are 
massing troops in Corea. It is said a naval engagement has taken place and that a 
Chinese transport has been sunk by a Japanese cruiser. 

It is reported from the Mammoth hot springs in Yellowstone Park, U.S.A., that a 
shock resembling that of an earthquake was felt July 22. At the basin of the Morris 
Geyser a new crater suddenly appeared, and volcanic eruptions broke out with terrific 
force, masses of rock being thrown to a height of two hundred feet. Sulphurous vapor 
rose to a height of five hundred feet, accompanied by a roar which was distinctly heard 
fully ten miles away. 

It has been computed that the loss caused by the great strike in America is no less than 
$6,565,000. The loss to the railways is estimated at $2,500,000; the loss to other em- 
ployers of labor at $1,500,000; the loss to railways by fire is set down at $2,165,000; 
while the damage from other causes amounts to $50,000. The loss of wages to those 
thrown out of employment by the strike is put at $350,000, though this seems too small 
for the number of people that have been out of work. The strikers everywhere are re- 
ported to be in a deplorable condition. 

The Public Opinion says: The records of the great strike bordered closely upon civil 
war, and till President Cleveland’s proclamation the acts of violence, robbery, destruction 
of property, and incendiariam were such as to cause the utmost alarm among the law- 
abiding citizens. Loafers, to the estimated number of 50,000, were in and about Chicago. 
These men belong to no trade and are the scum of all nations. The want of union 
amongst the governors of the various States gave the mob an opportunity of laughing (at 
an early period of the troubles) at the authorities; but, thanks to the firmness of the 
President and the Federal Government, the riots have been suppressed. 


| 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1894. 


PROPHECIES FULFILLING. 


THE signs of the times are growing in number as well as in the distinct- 
ness with which they present themselves. Since the organization of the 
Church the Saints have sought to understand these signs and have seen 
in them the fulfillment of prophecies. The time has now arrived when 
these signs have become discernible even to the weakest in the faith. They 
are becoming more apparent every day, and the people of God naturally feel 
a desire to prepare for the events that they see must inevitably come to 
pass. We say inevitably, for the nations are drifting to destruction with 
no avenue of escape open except by obedience to the Gospel, and that 
they are rejecting. Aside from the lesson that may be learned from the 
recent labor troubles in America showing the necessity of the Saints 
becoming self-sustaining, we may also see in them the development of 
revolutionary symptoms such as tend to weaken the foundations of the 
present government in the United States. The necessity of the Saints 
becoming prepared for coming social changes may also present itself to 
them with greater force. 

While reading some of the dispatches during the recent strike a pro- 
phecy in the Book of Mormon occurred to our mind. The prophet Jacob, 
in speaking to the people of Nephi then living on the American continent, 
about 560 years before Christ, uttered the following prophecy :— 


But behold, this land, saith God, shall be a land of thine inheritance, and 
the Gentiles shall be blessed upon the land. 

And this land shall be a land of liberty unto the Gentiles, and there 
shall be no kings upon the land, who shall raise up unto the Gentiles; 

And I will fortify this land against all other nations: 

He that raiseth N king against me shall perish, for I, the Lord the 
king of heaven, will be their king, and I will be a light unto them forever, 
that hear my words. 


This prophecy has been partly fulfilled. The American continent, the 
promised land, has been discovered by the Gentiles. They found dwelling 
on it the remnants of the people of God that once enjoyed His favor and 
to whom this prophecy had been uttered. The yoke of kingly oppression 
under which the discoverers afterwards suffered was cast off and a glorious 
republic was established on the land. A divinely inspired constitution 
was given for its government. The land and the nation have been ex- 
ceedingly prosperous. All, whether believers in Christ, or heathens, admit 
that America has been the refuge of the oppressed of all nations, that her 
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resources have been boundless, that the land has been fruitful and that 
the mountains have been filled with treasures. Industry has been re- 
warded there as it never has been in other lands. It has indeed been a 
choice land. All admit this though they may not ascribe the honor to 
God. To Him belongs the honor, however, for He said to His prophet 
Jacob: “I will consecrate this land unto thy seed for the land of their 
inheritance; for it is a choice land above all other lands.” This consecra- 
tion and blessing was given on certain conditions, for the Lord adds, 
“wherefore I will have all men that dwell thereon, that they shall worship 
me, saith God.” | 

It has also been a land of liberty and no kings rule over it. The nation 
has grown in such power and strength through the blessings of God that 
it has been in very deed fortified against all other nations. It is indeed 
remarkable that while other nations have had to increase their standing 
armies, overburdening the people with taxation for military purposes, the 
United States, the greatest of all republics, has not only maintained its 
power and prestige among the nations, but increased them, though its 
standing army has been but a handful when compared with those of 
Europe. In this the Saints admit the power of God and thus see a partial 
fulfillment of the prophecy uttered 2400 years ago. 

Now let us see whether these blessings are likely to continue, or whether 
the conditions are such as to lead to a fulfillment of the remainder of the 
prophecy. While contemplating the mercy and goodness of God in this 
respect we must not forget that the land is blessed for the sake of the 
people who dwell thereon, and that if the land be choice the Lord desires 
that the inhabitants shall be a choice people; for it is contrary to the 
law of God that a people steeped in wickedness shall enjoy the blessings 
of Heaven, as these blessings are to be enjoyed only when the people sub- 
mit to divine guidance, a submission never shown by any people while in 
a state of wickedness. One condition, then, on which the land shall re- 
main a land, choice above all other lands, is this, that the people shall 
worship the Lord and obey His laws. It is therefore with alarm for the 
safety of the nation that the Saints note the disposition of the people of 
the United States to reject the fullness of the Gospel and follow after the 
teachings of a false priesthood, drifting away from the truth, and entering 
into secret societies, many of which will exercise the great powers they 
obtain for evil. The people are growing in wickedness and are fast 
approaching the time when God’s mercy will no longer be held out to 
them and when internal dissensions will accomplish the destruction which 
so far foreign nations have failed to wreak upon the Republic. Let us now 
note a few of the things that are directly the result of the recent troubles. 

Never before since the civil war has the exercise of federal authority 
caused so much irritation and so many charges of encroachments on the 
liberties of the state as during the recent strike when state militia proved 
inefficient in coping with mobs, and when the use of federal troops proved 
a necessity. The Saints who suffered in the drivings of Missouri and Illinois 
know full well what sufferings may be caused by mobs wherever state 
authority was supreme and at a time when an appeal to the general govern- 
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ment was futile. The Prophet Joseph in giving his views on government 
at that time, said: 

Give every man his constitutional freedom, and the President full power 
to send an army to suppress mobs; and states authority to repeal and im- 
pugn that relic of folly, which makes it necessary for the governor of a 
state to make the demand of the President for troops, in cases of invasion 
or rebellion. The governor himself may be a mobber, and instead of being 
ee as he should be for murder and treason, he may destroy the very 

ves, rights and property he should protect. | 

The correspondence that passed between the Governor of Illinois (the 
state whose broken faith caused the martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum) 
and the President of the United States, and its results, lucidly 
illustrate the wisdom that directed the words of the Prophet. The 
Governor of Texas has predicted that unless a foreign war occurs that may 
avert the danger the country will be plunged into a bloody revolution that 
will end with the dismemberment of the Republic; he also holds that the 
general government has no more right to send troops to suppress mob 
violence than does such foreign powers as England or Mexico, and that 
with him itis Texas first, the nation afterwards. The Governor of Colorado 
in his utterances has placed himself on the side of those who favor a revo- 
lution of present methods of government. Other Governors have expres- 
ged themselves more or less strongly in the same direction. 

At a monster mass meeting of laboring men held in Cooper Union, New 
York, recently, Henry George, the great social reform lecturer and writer, 
addressed the assembled people. Among other things he gave utterance 
to the following:—“If the standing army has to be sent into the states of 
this nation as it has been in Illinois and other states, what shall the end 
be? We shall need a standing army of hundreds of thousands of men. 
The moment that is an acknowledged fact the Republic dies. Then we 
might just as well constitute ourselves as a monarchy, or any other form of 
hereditary government.” As if to prove that these fears are not groundless 
the dispatches carry the news that General Schofield, general-in-chief of the 
United States army has stated that, upon consideration of the recent 
strike, he thinks that an increase of the standing army by several thousand 
men is needed at once. 

What a fearful state of affairs! A nation, hitherto fortified against all 
other nations, forced to increase its army, not as a defense against foreign 
powers, but to compel the submission of a revolutionary element within 
itself! An element too, which is not seeking a mere change in the admin- 
istration as in all past revolutions, but which is seeking the overthrow of 
existing social or governmental institutions! Should this lead to an 
attempt to establish a monarchy as Henry George asserts, then we may 
well look for the speedy overthrow of the nation, for the prophecy is that 
there shall be no kings upon that land, and the word of the Lord will not 
ail. 

What can we see in all this? A repetition of history. A land blessed 
and prospered so long as the people sought to do right, but now on the 
verge of being cursed for the wickedness of its people. 
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When Jesus visited the Nephites, after his resurrection, he said :—“ And 
thus commandeth the Father that I should say unto you, at that day when 
the Gentiles shall sin against my gospel, and shall be lifted up in the pride 
of their hearts above all nations, and above all the people of the whole 

* „  * and shall reject the fullness of my gospel, be- 
hold, saith the Father, I will bring the fullness of my gospel from among 
them.” Woe unto that nation from which the fullness of the gospel is 
withdrawn! What awaits it? Utter destruction as a nation. Such was 
the fate of the Jews, such the doom of the Jaredites and, still later, the 
Nephites. | 

Much could be said to the Saints, both at home and in these lands, con- 
cerning the necessity of preparing themselves to bear the shock of the 
judgments of God when they shall fall on the nations. The Saints cannot sit 
idly by while all these things are taking place and expect to escape them. 
They must be up and stirring, seeking to profit by every ray of light that 
the Gospel bestows. The Saints should seek to so fit themselves while in 
these lands that they may prove of great help in the redemption of Zion 
when in the Lord’s own time they shall be permitted to gather to the body 
of the Saints. They can do this by heeding the counsels of those who are 
sent to them from Zion. No matter how many years may elapse before 
any radical changes in the governments of the world occur the time will 
be none too long for the accomplishment of what the Lord expects from 
His people. Let the Saints, one and all, be stirred lup to diligence that 
they may not be found wanting and become partakers of the sufferings 
and calamities that will overtake the nations. | J. V. B. 


SEVEN million three hundred and forty-six thousand copies of sermons 
have been distributed the last year in Germany by the Stoecker Society, 
which endeavors to raise the somewhat diminished taste of the German 
people for religious instruction. Half a milliou of these sermons were dis- 
tributed to the visitors to the cemeteries. At present thirty-two thousand 
copies are printed weekly, of which twenty thousand are offered to the 
people of Berlin. The society spends annually 15,000 marks for postage 
alone. 


Tue following paragraph on Utah’s educational exhibits at the California 
Mid-winter Fair appear in Campbells Illustrated Magazine, of Chicago; 
“The exhibit made by the ‘Mormon’ schools of Utah is a very interesting 
and attractive one. The work done by pupils in this display is, if any- 
thing, far superior to that shown in other exhibits, and speaks well for the 
system of education prevailing among the disciples of Brigham Young.” 


- Rarasps—Owing to ill health Elder P. 8. Condie, has been honorably 
released. from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference to 
return home. He left for home on the Anchor steamer Ythiopia which 


left Glasgow, Thursday, July 26, 1894. 
Elder W. W. Pace has been honorably released from his labors as Trav- 
eling Elder in the Scottish Conference, to return home, August 9, 1894. 
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By an oversight the publication of the release of Elder Nephi Peterson 
from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference has been 
omitted. Brother Petersen was released on a cablegram from President 
Woodruff, owing to the illness of his father. He returned home on the 
Guion steamer Alaska, April 28, 1894. 


WELSH CONFERENCE. 


Tun Welsh Conference was held at 188 Cathays Terrace, Cathays, Cardiff, 
on Sunday, July 15, 1894. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, Presi- 
dent of the European Mission; Lorenzo T. Shepherd, President of, and 
Henry Lewis, Evan Jones, Heber Timothy, George Thomas, Enoch H. Lewis, 
James Thomas, Francis Cundick, Wm. C. Martell, William Treharne, David 
Jenkins and William T. Jones, Traveling Elders in, the Welsh Conference. 

The time of our meetings was 11 a.m., and 3 and 6:30 p.m. We had a 
very good attendance especially in the afternoon and evening, when quite 
a number of strangers were present. All the Elders present spoke, testify- 
ing to the truth of the Gospel; they also dwelt upon the first principles. 

President Lund spoke at our afternoon and evening meetings upon the 
pre-existence of spirits, and the infallibility of the proof of a true prophet 
—that his prophecies are fulfilled. 

In the afternoon the general authorities of the Church and of the Euro- 
pean Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders in the Welsh Con- 
ference were presented and sustained. The following statistical report and 
report of labor performed during the last six months were also read: High 
Priests 2; Seventies 10; Elders 30; Priests 2; Teachers 2; Deacons 6; 
members 116; total officers and members 168. Baptized 15; confirmed 15; 
children blessed 5; emigrated over eight years of age 3. Tracts distributed 
32,423; indoor meetings held 242; open-air meetings held 37; Sunday 
schools held 26; Gospel conversations 1,414; books sold 28; books loaned 
73; books given away 77. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning at which the Elders 
reported their labors and received instructions from President Lund. 

HERER Trwotuy, Clerk of Conference. 


AN APPRECIATIVE VISITOR 


Prorgesson W. H. Brown, of Boise, Idaho, has visited Utah and writes 
of his impressions to the Deseret News. The following extract may be of 
interest to the readers of the Star :— 

“T arrived in Salt Lake City March 29th, just in time to be present 
during the dedicatory services of the great Mormon Temple, that, like 
Solomon’s Temple, had been in the course of construction for forty years, 
and that stands to-day as one of the finest structures of modern architec- 
ture in the United States, if not in the world. I stood in amazement, 
watching the moving throng of young and old as they wended their way 
to the great tabernacle. Awaking up from my astonishment and be- 
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wilderment, I soon found myself marching in the great throng whose faces 
were all pointed Zionward. On entering the great tabernacle, I soon 
found myself in an audience of 13,000 souls under the second, if not the 
first, largest self-supporting roof in the world. Seated on the rostrum were 
eminent men of the Mormon Church. Still behind these were seated the 
tabernacle choir of over 300 of Utah’s best singers. 

“Soon an elderly man arose and announced the song, the chorus of 
which is as follows: — My mountain home, my happy home, it’s ever dear 
to me.“ Then came the music in melodious strains from one of the largest 
organs made by the hand of man. The choir arose, and with almost 
supernatural voices sang, with credit to themselves and to the Church of 
their choice, this beautiful song. Being somewhat of a musical turn of 
mind, I listened with my ears, and at the same time with my eyes watched 
the countenances of many of the aged of that great audience. I could 
see their faces light up as if touched by magic, and at the same time I 
noticed the tear of joy as it rolled down their wrinkled faces till it found 
lodgment in the grey beards of the aged fathers, and on the bosom of the 
aged mothers of the Church, seemingly recalling to their memory the by- 
gone days, when prompted by the spirit of their convictions, they traversed 
the desert plains, crossed the treacherous streams, climbed the mountain 
tops, wended their way down the mighty oliffs of the gigantic Rockies by 
way of the steep and treacherous canyons, camping night after night on 
the plateau or away down in the deep canyons by the side.of the small but 
maddened streams that had as yesterday formed a part of those snow- 
capped peaks of the not far distant mountains! With a visionary eye [ 
can see the mothers as they listen to the prayers of the little ones and as 
they lay their weary bodies down beside them, only to be awakened by the 
hooting of the night owl, the howling of wolves or the roaring of the 
elements. Who can imagine the joy that filled each heart as they slowly 
but surely marched out of the last desolate canyon into the great fruit 
Eden of modern times!” 


UTAH’S STATEHOOD BILL. 


Tue Enabling Act which will admit Utah Territoryto the Union of States 
has passed Congress and has been signed by President Grover Cleveland. 
It will not, however, give to Utah the representation she so much desires, 
for nearly two years. The provisions of the Act are that the Governor 
shall, on the first day of August, 1894, issue a proclamation calling for the 
election of delegates to a convention. This election is to take place on the 
Tuesday following the first Monday in November of 1894. This conven- 
tion of delegates (an apportionment of which among the various counties 
appears in the Act) is to meet in Salt Lake City on the first Monday in 
March, 1895, for the purpose of organizing and there forming a constitu- 
tion and a state government for the new State of Utah. This constitution 
is to be voted for by the electors of the Territory on the Tuesday following 
the first Monday in November, 1895, at which time they will also elect the 
representative to which the State of Utah will be entitled. After this 
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work has been done official notice of it is to be given to the President, who 
will thereupon make proclamation announcing the result of the election, 
and from that time the Territory shall be numbered as a State in the 
Union. This will enable the representative to take his seat when Congress 
meets in March, 1896. 

One of the Provisions of the Enabling Act is that “(perfect toleration of 
religious sentiment shall be secured, and that no inhabitant of said State 
shall ever be molested in person or property on account of his or her mode 
of worship: Provided. That polygamous or plural marriages are forever 
prohibited.” It also contains the general provision that the new State is 
to assume the debts of the Territory, but does not mention the million 
dollars that the United States at one time claimed from the Territory mainly 
because of the expense of prosecutions under the anti-polygamy laws, so 
that the Territory will not be forced to take upon itself an unusual burden 
in order to secure statehood. The remainder of the Act is taken up with 
the general provisions of such a document and with apportioning the lands 
that are to be used for the various educational institutions and purposes. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
United States District court is now being held at Manti for the first time in its history. 


Professor W. J. Kerr, of the University of Utah, has been appointed to succeed Prof. 
J. H. Paul as principal of the B. V. College, and Prof. J. B. Toronto will take the place 
vacated by Prof. Kerr. 


The Japanese gentlemen who have been conducting the silk raising experiments in Salt 
Lake Oity say that every worm has spun silk, a result that is never attained in Japan. 
They say: Utah is better than Japan for silk raising. We have met with perfect suc- 
cess—such success as we never had before.” 

During the strike Salt Lake City ran short of sugar. Z. C. M. I. had a large shipment 
at Ogden, but there were no trains to be had to carry it. This large institution resorted 
to the old way of transportation and sent up a train of wagons loaded with freight for 
Ogden and bringing back with it the sugar that the capital needed. Freighting as in days 
of old thus continued until the railways resumed work and commenced to run as usual. 

Some correspondence on the saving of wheat has recently taken place in the papers 
at home. This subject, which has been the basis of many a sermon in times past, is 
being agitated now, the people having before them a practical illustration of the truth 
of the words which formerly they may have looked upon as merely a theory. The farmers 
are thinking seriously about laying up enough wheat so that they shall not be in danger 
of starving should commotions similar to that of the recent strike occur in the near future. 

Utah has suffered much from the great railway strike as well as all the other states and 
territories. The trains at Ogden were tied up for several days so that the mail and bag- 
gage accumulated and hundreds of passengers were stranded in the town without being 
able to proceed on their way. At last reports the trouble was about ended and the men 
were returning to work wherever they had an opportunity. A number of strike leaders 
have been arrested and will be tried. Utah had occasion to learn that the counsel which 
the people had received from time to time relative to becoming self-sustaining had not 
been given without good cause. Supplies from the outside world were cut short and rose 
in price. The trouble this time was not of long duration, but was sufficiently long to 
demonstrate the wisdom of the counsel given ever since the Latter-day Saints settled in 
the valleys of the mountains. 
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A two-year-old child in a family named Anderson, of Murray, south of Salt Lake City, 
fell into a cellar which contained about two and a half feet of water. The little one was 
gotten out in a few seconds, and in much less time than drowning ordinarily takes place. 
It evidently had suffocated, however, for it was taken out dead. 

An attempt was made to lay Ogden in ashes Sunday morning, July 8. Seven fires 
were started in a little over an hour and it was only by the heroic efforts of the fire depart- 
ment that the city was saved. As it is, a loss of $135,000 was entailed on the property 
owners. Sidney Stevens’ large brick building and a number of smaller surrounding struc- 
tures were burned down and the opera house narrowly escaped destruction. The fires 
were undoubtedly the work of incendiaries. Coming as it did while the strike was at its 
height it naturally caused a great deal of consternation. A meeting of the citizens was 
held for the purpose of arranging for the protection of property and a large number of 
private police was sworn in to act as patrol. The city has offered a reward fer the arrest 
of the guilty parties. 

Thomas Katsununaa and his brother, &. Katogi, from Japan, have recently located in 
Salt Lake City, and will engage in silk culture. Mr. Katogi is skilled in the business, 
having been engaged for about twenty years in studying every branch of the culture of 
silk, and is considered a very competent gentleman in this important industry. The 
present movement was inaugurated some time ago through the efforts of some well known 
citizens. The parties named have three kinds of silkworms on hand, two of which pro- 
duce two crops a year and the other one crop a year. The worms represent different 
stages of growth, and are doing nicely. The aim this year will be to get the worms dis- 
tributed as widely as possible through the Territory, and the promoters of the scheme are 
confident that the climate offers unusual advantages for the cultivation of the worm, as 
the mulberry is now found quite extensively in various portions of Utah. Japan is con- 
sidered too damp for the successful operation of the movement, but the Utah climate 
being mild and dry is much more favorable to its promotion. 


A suit has been filed in the Third district court by William O. Staines against Robert 
T. Burton and James T. Little, executors of the will of William Carter Staines, deceased, 
and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It is set forth in the complaint 
that William Carter Staines, father of the plaintiff, died on August 3, 1881, leaving 
plaintiff as his only child and sole heir at law. That on March Ist William Carter 
Staines made a will and that Robert T. Burton and James T. Little were appointed 
executors of said will and were confirmed as such by the probate court on September 15, 
1881. Next it is stated that the estate is not yet administered, and that the defendants, 
Burton and Little, are yet acting as executors, and that all the assets of the estate 
are now in their hands. That William Oarter Staines died possessed of property, real 
and persenal, to the value of $21,524.30. That in the will an attempt was made by 
the testator to bequeath all of his property to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
day Saints, subject to the condition only that the income of the same be used for the 
support, during their lives, of Priscilla and Lilias Staines, who were plural wives of the 
testator, and the defendant, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, claims title 
to the property by virtue of the said demise and bequest. That said bequest, the com- 
plaint holds, is illegal, unintelligible and ambiguous and that at the time of the death of 
the testator the Church was possessed and held real property of a greater value than 
$50,000, therefore the bequest and device to said defendant was null and void under the 
laws of the United States. It is also alleged that the fact of the Church at that time 
teaching that polygamy was right rendered the said bequest illegal, null and void, and 
that this latter fact renders the plaintiff sole heir at law of the testator. Wherefore 
plaintiff prays for judgment that the bequest be set aside and be declared void; that the 
court decree that he have an implied and resulting trust in and to all of said property, 
subject only to the rights of said Lilias and Priscilla Staines during their lives; that the 
executors, Burton and Little, be restrained from paying the proceeds of the estate to the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and that they be ordered by the court to pay 
over to the plaintiff the proceeds of the same. 


